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wall construction is cheaper than an- equally good wall of other materials. This because of the cheapness of crushed rock and sand, in nearly every locality, and the abundance of good cement mills all over the country. For brickwork, stone or terra cotta, proximity to the brickyard quarries plays such an important part, rendering the cost of construction at any considerable distance from these places very great on account of freight charges.
4.    ASSOCIATED   INDUSTRIES.
Fence posts, telegraph poles, flag stones, roofing slabs, sewer pipes, piles, solid concrete brick of ordinary brick size, etc., are made successfully of concrete. In any locality there is also a great deal of concrete work in cement sidewalks, concrete floors, concrete roofing and basement paving, concrete steps, etc., that is constantly open to contractors.
A concrete block manufacturer could, in almost any locality, carry on some, or all, of these other lines of work to good advantage. He would also find in many places a good chance to engage in a mercantile business in cement, sand, crushed rock, etc. Such a business might enable him to purchase his own supplies in larger quantities, and hence on better terms.
5.    ENGINEERING AND  ARCHITECTURAL CONSIDERATIONS.
The concrete block business is not growing as it should. This is largely due to the objections raised by civil engineers and architects. The civil engineer argues that the ingredients in the concrete are not the proper ones, that too little water is used in mixing to make the block a success, and that the wall as built needs to be provided with expansion joints in spite of the bonding. The architect argues that, in spite of the claims to the contrary, the walls will be wet, and moisture will work through and spoil the decorations inside where plastering is done directly on the block; that the wall as made looks too artificial; that, if made of "rock faced'1 blocks, the patterns adopted are too much alike, and there are no sharp corners as in cut stone; that this makes the wall look as though it were faced with galvanized iron, stamped to imitate rock faced blocks, and then painted with a sand paint or cement grout; that in any case a concrete wall cannot be made to look like cut stone work; that the concrete presents such a poor appearance when wet, etc.
It is possible, however, to make concrete block buildings not subject to these objections. Purdy & Henderson, of Cuba, and the Stevens Cast Stone Co., in the United States, have erected buildings by the "cast in sand" process that do look like cut stone. The same is true of other processes. The poor appearance of wet concrete may be entirely obviated by choosing the sand and broken